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THE STORY OF THE CAMPAIGN. 

X N February, 13gS. Umra  Khan crossed the I.owari Pars .n ,-, tr/~ to K i l a  
I)ro\h, which lay in thc Chitral country. ( ' l t i t ral  sva\ an In~lcl~rnrlr.nt 

Stntc, rulvrl I,y a h l rh l ;~r  under the sul,erviaion o l  111c Rriti\h Agent at 1;ilgit. 

\\,hirh I><r\t w;hr at th(, time hcld I,y Surgcon-klajcsr Rul,ertwn. In<iian hlc#lical 

Servivc, an Oficcr o l  long erl~eriencc in ~IIC Political Dcpnrtment. 

,'- 
i t  hal,l~ened that in the preceding ycar, on the death of the old hlehtar, 

there had been ;L struggle hctween his l a o  sons, Nizam ancl Amir  ul-hlulk, as to 

which should succeed him. Niram, as the cldcr, had been recognised ancl 

estnt,lishcd b y  the British Government. hu l  was, nevertheless, justly surl,icious o l  

],is brother's dcrigns. He  hacl on more ~ h a n  one occ;trion al,l,lierl to Captain 
Younghusl,and, Assibtant Political Officer, and rcsialunt i n  Chitral, for leavc to 

mul.,lcr his rival, baying that unlcis he <lid so he h l t  sure that he lhimscll 

\r.oulll 1.111 ;I victim to tre:~chery. I'hi* s.;ls cxartly what took ~rl.wc, far on 

J;lno;lry ~,t, 1Sg5. Amir-ul-hlulk invited Nlrnnl to ;l Il;ls,king par ly  near l i r t ~z ,  

some t r n  n ~ i l r r  Suulh 01 Cllitr;~l, anrl therc shot him <le:~d. 

The murderer at once sought the recognition of the Ilritihh 1;avernrnrnt 

rrom Mr. Gul-don, \<rho liad succcc<led Caplain Yuunghurhand a\ I ' u l i t ~ r i ~ l  Ofil-er. 

ancl who, with an escort o l  eight Sepoys, war t l l r  unly Englishman in Chitrill at 

the time. But i t  was impossible [or Gurdon to take real,onsit,ility v i th regard 
10 a new ruler without relerence to higher au~ho r i l y ;  he lherelore al,i.lirrl Tor 

instructions fram Gilgit. Amir-ul.hlulk in the meantime applied to his relative, 
Umm K h a n  [or ita,istance against the English, The lattar, an able and 

unscrul~ulour mitraudcr, wllo had cunquelcd and annr-xed al l  the countries 

contiguouh tu his awn. and \r:ls in consequence much leared and di5l ike~l by  his 

neighbours, marchccl willingly on tllis invitation fram his anrrslral home at 

Bnrwa, in the J;iudol Valley, ~ lc l ighted at the prorpect o f  fighting a new foe. 

On  his arrival at K i l a  I)robli, finding the lort held against him, he pro- 

cerded to build another in close ~>roxi lni ly, and to invest thc old lor l  with its 
h r  a r i s o  Alter a h v  cdaya' Aghling, the old lort was trvacherously 

surrendered by the Governor. 

When the news 01 this invasion reached Dr .  Robertson at Gilgit, he rent a 

messaCc l o  Umra Khan, ordering him to quit K i l a  I)rosh, anrl warninp him 

that in thc event o l  a refusal active mcawrcr would 11,: taken .against him. A t  
the same tint,. the (iovernment q l  India \%,as informcd of  these rlisturbances. anrl 
o l  ~ h ?  further relrurt that Sher Alzal, a turbulent memher of the Chitral Royal 

line, hacl givvn his wppo r l  to Umra lihan, and was murlcring mcn in his muse. 

On  February 3rd the C,llowin,n proclamation was issucd by thc Viceroy :- 

" Be i t  known to you, anll any other persons concerned. that Umra Khan, 

'. Chicl o l  Jaudol, in spile o l  rul>ealerl assurances o l  fricnclshil> to tllc Hritirh 

.. I,o\,ernment. and ~ c g a r d l o s  of lrequent warnings to relrain lrum intcrlering 

with the amairs o f  Chitral, which is a prolecled State. under the suzerainty 

' . o f  Kephmir, ha, lorcibly entered the Chitral Valley. ancl has attacked  he 
.. Chitrali pcoplc. T l ~ e  liovernment o l  lndia have now given Umra Kh;tn lu l l  
'.warning that unlcls he retires from Chitral by  the I r t  r\pril, cnrrcspon<ling 

with the 1st day of Showar 1312 H , they wil l  use force to compel him to rlo so. 

., I n  order to carry out this purpose they have arranged to assemble I n the 
Perhawar border a h r ce  olsufficient strength to overcome a l l  resistance, and to 

'. march through Umra Khan's territory torvards Chitral. The sole object U( the 
,. Government 01 India is to put an end to the present, .~nd to prevent any luture. 

'. unlaivful aggression in Chitral territory ; and ss soon as this object i,  attained 
'. the force will be withrlratvn. The Government o l  lndia have nu intention 01 
.. permanently occupying any territory thruugh which Umra Khan's misconduct 

'. may now lurce them to pass, or o l  interlering with the independence o l  Ihe 
.' tribesmen so long as they. on their part, relrain lram attacking or impeding in 

.' any way the march 01 the troops. Supplies and transport wi l l  be [>;bid lor. 
" and  a l l  persons are at liberty to pursue their ordinary avocations in perfect 

,. securily." 

But some time belorethis threat appeared, on the 12th January Dr .  Robefiron 

had started (rum Gilgit with about .loo men for Chitral, which he reached on 

January j ~ s t .  On  his arrival Dr .  Robertson took porserrion o f  the fort, made a 



political prisoner of Amir-ul-Mulk, and established Shuja-ul.Mu\k, a younger i could see our men (Raird's party) doted up on the hill-side on the northern 

brother olahout 13 years, er hlehtar. The insurgent Cliitralis thcn rallied under slopes o l  a nullah, and some men on the u l ~ ~ ~ o s i l e  (roulhern) side o l  the nullah, 

Sher Alzal, and on hlarch ) rd  the siege began. j evirlenlly Chitralis. Very hoon I heard >hots on tlirse h i l l  rlol,es, so concluded 

; the men 1 could see in  my (ronl nloYing about in  the village \\.ere the enemy, 
The fort was a square building, enclosed by lour \\'ails or mud, stones and ' and I opened fire with a section volley. 'I'his fire was i rnme~l ia te l~ returned 

timber, each side being about S0 yards long; at each corner there \\'as a tower by the enemy. I now advanced in  the ordinary way, getting the men under 
about hallas high again as the walls, and on the side adjacent to the river there \\'as cover as much as possible, and giving them steady volleys until I got within 
a covered way which was protected by a filth to\ver. the Water 'Tower. 203 yards or SO. The enemy now made most excellent shooting-the Martini 

On Irt there were 513 men inside the fort; this included , 
and Snider-and men began to get hit, although I had got the men under a 

Rises of 30t of the Kasmir Service The officers , 
stone-re\,eted bank. I could see that the hamlet or village nras lu l l  01 men. I 

o l  the garrison were Captain Campbell, Central India Horse. \\.h0 \\,as severely 
could bee men in  white clolhcs and standards, ancl they kept up a well-sustained 

wounded in  the knee on hlarch 3rd; he %.as succeeded in  the command by 
fire lrom the walls and loop-holes and therc was no more cover to my front. 

Captain I'ownshend, also o l  the Central Indta Horse; Captain Baird, 24th Punjab I determined to hold on to this ground I had rcached with my loo men 
Infantry. killed March 3rd3 Lieutenant Gurdon, Assistant Political Officer, should move along [he hi l l  slol,cc the ,ve,t,rard so the 
Lieutenant Harley, 14th Sikhs, and Surgeon-Captain Whitchurch. "illace, and 1 could thcn rurh it. However, time wcnt on an r l  I coulrl see no sir(ns 

On March 3rd a reconnaissance \\.as ordered out by Captain Campbell with 
the object o l  discovering the position o l  Sher Ahal, who was said to be approaching 
with a large lorcr. The story o l  the fight that lol loa~cd is best told in  Caplain 
Townshend's ou.n words :- 

"Rt<onnmrrenrr, 3rd March, 1895.-About 4.30 pm.. the news o l  the approach 
o l  Sher Ahal and a lorce was brought in, and I was ordered to take out zoo men o l  
the 4th Kashmir Rifles b y  Captain Campbell, Ccntral India Horse. 

I threw out an advanced guard o l  one section under Subadar Badri Nar  Singh 
and sent Captain Baird with them, and advanced in  extended order. Captain 
Campbell ordered me to leave 50 men at the Serai, and so 1 left Subadar Harichand 1 
and 50 riRes at this place. Captain Campbell bent me orders to block the Ayun- 
Chitral road, and accordingly I occupied the eastern spur o l  the lace on which the ' 
Political Officer's house stands. and which commands the road with a clear field o l  ~ 
Ire to the lront up to over 1 . m  yards; on reachinp this spur 1 found that 
Captain Baird had been sent up on the high prounrl to the earlwar11 among , 
the trees, and had taken the section with him, and Captain Campbcll roon 
ordered me to send another 25 mvn to Haird. 'This I did, sending Jemadar 
Shamu in  command o l  i t  Alter about hall-an-hour Captain Campbell ordcred 
me to advance on a house in  which he said they had recrivcd news that Sher h l za l  
war to be found. He  indicated the house un the plain, about a mile and a hall  
to the south. I accordinrly advanced i n  extended order, ha l l  company in  firing 
line and half company in support. On reaching this house we found i t  empty, 
but 1 raw a hamlet about g m  yards lurther on, and I could see a lot o l  men 
moving about there among the trees and houses. I continued the advance. I 

o l  Baird, and small parties o l  the onemy o l  lour end f i v~ .  I l c ~ u n  to uvcrlal, my 
lelt flank towards the river, and were enfilading us with their l i re.  ;tnd in :L ,irnil,tr 
way they began to move lorward on my right I t  was now 6.30 I..M.. ;tnd it 
would roon be dark. Captain Camllbr\l shortly alter this arrived and said that 
the village must be rushed. I gavc the order '10 rrinlorce.' but the support 
of men in  rear did not conic up. I kept on repeating the order, but no onc 
came. Captain Campbell then went back to retch the men himself, while I 
fixed bayonets preparatory to the charge, and kept up a heavy independent fire. 
The support was among some low walls 150 yards to the rear. Campbell 
managed to br ing about a dozen men, and fell bhot t h r o u ~ h  the knee as he 
rejoined me. I then sent Colonel Jagat Singh, who only got one or two men. 
I t  was no good waiting any mor?, SO I went round among the men, telling them 
that we must take the houbes, rushing atraixht in, ancl I sounderl the charg". 
We were met by a most close and destructive fire a r  we scrambled over the 
bank and rushed on. General Haj Singh wa* shot d c ~ d  an onc \ide of me and 
Major Bhikam Singh, o l  the 4th Kashmir Ri f lo ,  mortally woun<led on the other 
side. Alter about 30 and 4 0  yzirds the men bexan to take cover. laying dawn 
behind stones, and the charge could not be carried home, though I tried all I 
could 10 get the men on. 

Seeing that i t  was hopeless, that i t  was impossible to carry the village, I 
rsrclcrcd the mcn to retire, and the men collected again under the bank whencc 
we had charged lrom. I t  was getting rapiclly dark and the enemy were 
overlapping us rut .  I ordered .z retirement, for I saw it would not do to be 
caught among the stone walls and hamlets between us anrl Chitral I'ort in the 
dark. I told of l  somu men to carry olT Captain Campbcll and Major I3hikasn 
Singh, and sent thcn olT 1 then retircd my party by alternate parties, keeping 



up a heavy fire whilst the men drihhled off to the rcar in twos anrl threcs by 

word 01 commanrl, remaining with the last party mysell. The enemy's fire being 

too clohe to carry out thc retirement in any other manner. I carried out the 
retirement in ;~Iternatc l~art ien in thi\ way. the cnpmy lollowing us up very closely 
and getting round our flanks. 1 ral l ied the men for a stand at a -mall  

houre wit11 a hall-walled enclosure. where I round the British Agent ral lying 

the men. 'l'hc British Ayent then went tr, br ing out the company o l  14th Sikhs 

tu support us. I l~eggcd him to get on his horse and told him that I would 

m;tnage tu get my  party in al l  ripht ; thc encmy wcrc now all round us and 

their swonlrmm were gettin~g halrl. The British Agent wa% fired at on a l l  sides 

as he rode across the polo-ground. I commenced the retirement again. the 
men now having "cry little ammunition lelt. 

W e  were now fired into on a l l  sides, front, flank ancl rcnr. l rom every hamlet 

and wall, and i t  was now quite dark and impossible at a short distance to. 

distinguish lriend l rom loe. Captain Campbell, who had been put on a pony 
notwithstanding that he was severely wounded, helped me in keepiny the men 

together. Crossing the polo-ground the enemy kept up a fire on us l rom the houses 

and the orchards. On reaching the srrai I found 50 men of  the 14th Sikhs under 

Lieutenant Harley, who had come out to cover our retreat. I directed him to cover 

our retirement into the lort, and, r c t o r i ng  order among the 4th Ka\hmir  Rifles. 

retired into the lur t :  the Sikhs covered the retreat very steadily. 1 took 

command now at the fort. as Campbell was severely wounded. Every man \\,as 
sent to his station. I heard that Cal,tain Liaird had been dcrperately \vounded 
away on our r ight flank. and that he anrl Surgeon-Captain Whitchurch had 

not come into the fort. H e  had been wounded in the early part o f  the action. 

About 8 p m .  Surgeon-Captain Whitcllurch came in, bringing Captain Haird, 

who was mortally wounded. Thirteen o l  the 4th Kashmir Rifles had stuck 

by them-Gurkhas and one or two Ilogras, under Subadar Badri Nar  Singh. 
'They had had a marvellous ercape. They had to charge anc or t\vo \sallr o r  

sangars where the enemy tried to stol, them; several o f  the party were killed. 

I iaird receiving anothcr wound as he %\'as bcing carried; they had to rush 
one rangar with the bayonets. 

Gcncral I h j  Singh, Irnperzal Service 'Troops. 

hlajor Bh i kan~  Singll, 4th IC~shm i r  Kifles. 

Hospital-Assistant Uhawani L).I,,, andzt  non-commisio~~erloficcrsand acpoys, 

4th Kashmir Rifles. 

Il'o,rsd~,/,-Hritish oficer :-Captain Campbell, Central India Horse : Jemadar 

Rah-Naw.Zz Khan, 15th Renpal Cavalry, and 28 non-commissioned officers and 

sepoyr o l  the 4th Ka\hmir  Rifles. 

Total trventy-three killed and thirty.three woun<lerl=gh killed anrl wounde<l oul 

01 am men, and 150 only actually cngaped. 

I rmallerl the picrlurt of 20 men at the hridyc head at night. about hal l  a mile 

o f ,  and the Havildar m.~nagcd to br ing in the party without I A n g  attacked. 

Numlwr of roun,l\ expended in action on this  day=^ 1,r)]s roun'ls Snider. The 
men carried mostly IZO rounds a man in the pouches; much ammunition war lost by 
the n~un ly ing down with open pouches and cartrinlger would 1311 out on the yrounrl. 

1 ordered expanse ammunition to be carried i n  a haversack by the men alter this, so 

as to ensure easy leeding, and that cartridges would not be lost. 

I should have mentioned that Lieutenant (iurdon accompanied the British Agent 

on this day, and \\,as sent oKto join Baird's party on the right." 

From that day the besieged were completely cut OK from a l l  comrnunicalionr 
: with the outside world, and did not again leave the fort t i l l  the sortie o l  Apr i l  7th. 

I for an account of which see a further extract lrom the same dispatch. . . . . . . . . . 
17th A/.ril. 1935. IYl~/m/do~..-Jemadar Ral, Nawdz Khan, o l  the 15th Bengal 

Cavalry, warned us that he thought the tom-toms and band at the rummer-house 

might possibly bc  to drown thc noise of their making a mine. 1 warned the 

sentrie, in the yun-tower to be on the alert and to listen intently: also the sen~ries 

in the tambour at the main gate. A t  midnight on the 16th one 01 the sentries 

i n  the lower story 01 the gun-tower reported the noise of knocking. L went up 

and listened lor some time but could hear nothing. 

i About I I a.r, on the morning o l  the I 7th the native oficer in the gun-tower 

reported to me he could hear the noise of knocking. I went up into the tower 

in the lower story, and there was no doubt that a nline was being made, and i t  
had reached within twelve feet 01 the loot or the tower. The British Agent 

came up, and we both agreed that there was unly one thing to do, and that war , the summer-house must be rushed, and that soon, and the mine destroyed. 

There was no time to countermine. I told off Lieutenant Harley and 40 

, men of the 14th Sikhs and hlajor Bhagwdn Singh, Subadar Gandib Singh and 60 
men of  the 4th Kashmir Rifles, and decided to let the party out ofthe garden-gate 

I at 4 r.u. in the aternoon. They rvould only have to go filly yards, and the 
1 enemy in al l  probability would be surpired, and t a ,  men would be ample to do ' 

the buaines,. hlen were told aKto carry the powder-bags. pu\vder-hose, matches 

, and picks to destroy (he mine. The shahs in al l  probability would be in the 

II summer-house. 



I gavr the hvlloning instructions to Liautenant Harley :-No firing, bayonet 

only; 40 rounds in ~luuch: take a prisoneror t a u  i f  possible; take three powder- 

big,; I ~o lb,. o l  lnuwdcr. 40 feet powaler-how, lrirkr and spades. T o  go  straight 

lor thc cap i n  the wall  of houw; no dividing up the part). ; no support. Having 

rushed the place to hold the l~ouse on lront towards Fatuh A l i  Shall's house, and 

with the remaininy men destoy the mine by pul l ing down thc uprights and 
w8rodc.n supports, il any. o r  I,lu\v i t  in as he sa\v fit. N o  hurry. ll the sangar 

i n  front uf the garden-gala annoyed, he rhauld wnd  some men round it, first 
ruun8ling )he -Cea\t. I'irc" and let US know what he was going to do, and we 

wuulrl cease firing lrom llie parapet, on Ihe sanpl r  i n  question. 

I had up a l l  the officers xoing with him and esplained 1hr af+il or the rssltc 

that the!. might explain 11 thoroughly to their nun-con~missioned otficers and men. 
so that cvury man going should know tlie ol>ject o l  the rorlic, as tlie stupidrst 
ntan i n  the detachment miglit then be the means 01 carrying i t  out succcsslully. 

A l l  officcrt carried matches, and one oficer \\.as told OR to br ing up the rear 
and see no nian hung back. 

The gate was opened. and the party rushed out, a lew hurried shots and they 

wcre into the house. and had captured it, two men of  the 4th Kashmir Rifles 
being shot dead as they got in. A b u t  30 I'athans were i n  the house 

and they bolted down the gardrn wall, but sloplled at thc lar  end o l  the 
gardrn and kept up a heavy fire into the house and sustained i t  throughout. 
I lar lry 's men keeping up a heavy fire i n  return. l'hc mine rhart was round just 
outside the house behind the garden wall, and 35 Chitralir were bayoneted 

in the mouth o l  the mine as they came out. a l l  being ar~nerl with swords. T w o  
Palhans were ,hot in the Ihouse; ta-o prisoners were taken. I n  the meanwhile 
we liad gone to our stations on the parapet and kcpt u11 a lively fire from the 
paraltet; several o l  the enemy were ki l led running away across tbe open towards 
t l ~ c  bazaar. I t  was several times reported to me l rom the towers that a 

considerable number or the enemy \\.ere making their way down to the river 
bank from Fateh A l i  Shah's house and coming round behind the garden wall, 
round towards our waterway; and they lined the garden wal l  at the east end 
o l  the garden, and opened fire on us  wtth rifleb. l'wo Gurkhas o f  the 4th Kashmir 
Kcgiment mere ,hut dead in the garden, as they crept along the ival l  ansurrrinl: 
this fire, A con~idl-rable number u l  the enemy \\.ere seen gathering along tltr 
r ivcr bank. ancl this made me anhiuus o l  a counter-attack on our waterway, ,L 

I o~cupicd the btal,les with zo men, \\.ithdrew the Sikhs lrunt the west I,aral,cl 

anal 18~1 thern~ in thc north-earl angle o l  thc lurt, to support and flank the w;rtern-ay 

I rcnl threc dllrerent mr>,ages to Lieutenant Harley tu hurry ul l  in his work 
at destroying the mine. m d  warning hint u l  thc unomy gathering at the end 
o l  the garden. Soon alrer 5 p m. 1 heard the cxl~lusion o f  ~jowder. and the 

party canie rushing hack into the garden-g.11~. the canemy l rom the cnrl o l  the 
p . t r~ l rn  kcrp ing up a luriou\ lurillade on thr~ i i .  'The party l o \ l  cigl i t  killed and 
13 woun<led. i.,z, three Sikhs ki l led and live wounded. angl five of the 4th 

Kashmir Regiment ki l led and eight \j80unded ; total ?I ki l led ancl wounded out 01 

100 men. 

'l'i~c ellcct 01 the powder-l)ag was uxcellvnt, ; ~ l t h o u ~ h  i t  cn l~ l o~ led  belore 

tIi~.y wcre ready and i t  w a s  untani1,ed. 'The whole mine was I~urbt  open r ight 

ult to tlie loot or the gun-to\hrer and lay  erposed l ike a trench. 'Two o f  the enemy 
were ki l led i n  tlie mine b y  tlie powder. W e  computed the loss of the enemy at 
nl,out sixty men, taking into conbideration the men shot l rom the parapets or 

the lort. The  north and the flag tower- accounted lor eight o l  the enemy. The 
two priso~icrs were brought in. Harley ancl his Itarty had done their wol-k well. 

T h e  fol lowing men are to be recommended lor thc Orrler o l  hleri t  for 

bravery i n  the aKair : 

0 h'o. j j ? ,  Naick ( iar ja Singh, 14th Sikhs. 
No. 326, Havi ldar Santuk Singh, 14th Sikh, 

No. 1822, Scpoy A t t a r  Singh. 
No.  1508. ,. Karram Sinph, ,, 

t No. 578, .. Nikoo, qth I<srhn~i r  Rifles. 

The lmr ty  round tile minc wcre under fire from the end or the garden wal l  

;it 150 yards range. 

Number o f  ruundr e~l,ended-z,7g~ on this day (1.560 Mar t in i -Henry  and 
1,435 Snider). 

W e  started a couple o f  countermines this evening under the gun-tower, so 
that I f  the enemy mined again tltry must break into our gallery. 

18lh ,Ipn/, Thurrr/.J,.-l:nenhy very quiet to-rlity. Work i ng  Iianl at our 

counter~nines, gangs relieving a l l  day and working i n  threc liours' reliels. 

'The prisoners gave inlorn~etion that ~ h c  cnet~iy had intendcrl to make another 
ancl cletermined ;htteml,t to l i re the water-tohrer, but waited to hue the cflccts of 
thcir mine either by  burning o r  by gu~~puwdcr .  'l hey hacl intemled to blow U l l  

thc tower to.morruw night. ' I l lat nu uther minus were in contenll,l.ilion. That 
solnc o l  our truulrs hiid arrived ;it hl;t*tuj, and had auackcd hl;ihon~ecl 15.1 \rho 

war in pusiliun rV;t\r Gul, thib sidu o l  hlitbtuj, but harl had the worst at the 



skirmish, and had retired again to Mashd. That Sher Afzal had srnt to Umra 

I ihan, askinp him to as451 him will, 2.000 men. 

19lh Ajri1.--About 3 n.11. this m o r n i n ~  Lieutenant Gurdon, who \\,as on 
middle watch, reported that a man was outside calling out under tlte fort \\,all 
that 11e had important news to tell. 1\11 precautions were takcn ; hc was 
admitted to the main gate, and he told us o f  the flight of Sher Afzal and 
the Jandol Chief about midnight, ancl of the near aplroach of Colonrl Kel lg'r  
column from Ma,tuj. 4\11 tllc r;mgnm were clererlc~l. I n  the morning not a 
man \\,as to I,c seen about Chitral. The \iegc, which had Iastcd 46 clays. w a  

at an end. A letter was rcceivtd from Colonel K r l l y  this night, with news of 
his fighting on the road and o l  the Peshatvar lorcv advancing also. The t i i lg i t  
column accorrlingly arrived at 2 r.n, on the zoth, thc 32nd Pioneers looking in 
very xoorl tr im ancl good condition. 

Our lasscs : throughout the siege, inclurling thc 3rd o l  hlarch. amountcd 
104 kt l led and \r,ounded oral1 ranks, out of 370 combatant\ forming   he Rritish 
Agent's escort. 

C. V. F. TO!VNSHEl\'n. C,zp/s,it~ 

2G1h Ap~t l ,  1995. Cmlrol /,t,lrir Holst. 

I 2. A l~ou t  the 9th February I rereivecl orrlcrs from the Resident in Karhmir  
to hold ha l r  thv 32ntl Pioneers i n  readiness to move to Gilgit but not to rlo so 

1 t i l l  I recviv<~d his or Surycon-hlajor Rol,ertson's or,lrra 1 thcrelore selected 
I l o o  men to rar ry  20 Ibs. kits and to move with the [m mulrq forming t l l r  

regimental transport in the lndus valley. 
, 

3. Irr,l,tr l~'~,/l<y. L'rlcrl, 14th In zznd dkrrh.-On the night 01 the 14th March 
I war directed by the Arr ir tant Hritirh Agent. Gilyit, to move my men up to 

, (ii lgit. trhich I arcor<linyly dirl from Buner ancl Jullipur, arr iving there on the 
20th anrl ~ 2 n d .  

~! 
l! 4. Dirposi1,nn n/ /,rmopr rr,nn,t~iirg if, C,lA,,1.-ln accordance with your telegram 

No. 592-P.C. I assumed command o l  the Gilgi t  Force anrl marched out with 
zoo Pionecrr, anrl directed the other half to ~ .wor t  next day Ihe two guns of 

, No. I Karhmir  hlountain Rattery, which I had suggested should be brought i n  
from Nomal to C~ l y i t .  and also rallerl up zoo more Pioneers from Buner to 
Gilgit. and directed the remainder of the 3znd Pioneers to discontinue work on 
the mad ancl ~,rocred to Chilas Fort. releasing 150 Kashmir troops to strengthen 

I, the posts along the Indus valley in strength at Cunji ancl Ramghat bridge. 
li 

(j 5. L',,pr-Gh,zr, 23nl 10 3111 Mor<h. 18gs.-The two detachments arrived at 
The Siege hacl lasted 4G days; in the meantime 1x0 lorces were directing their ' 

on the 261h 27th h,arch, the mule transport was changed to 
march on Cl~ i t r a l ;  but, owing to the vigilance o l  the besiegers, the garrison coolic and locnl pony carriage, to enable the Government transport to work in 
were unable to wnrl any mprsage to thcir lriends at Gilgit, so that allhnugh cunveyance or ,torCS I,et,,.een Gilgit An opporlunity was 
the biege Ixgnn.  as has lrecn \;kill, on 3rd h l .~r rh .  i t  was not t i l l  thc ~ 2 n d  of 

,, here the slorcs rerluire,l to l,c carried, by droppinl our 
the same month t l ~a t  I.itutcn;int-Colonel Kc l l y  received orclrrr to -tart for Cl~itr;hl. cnuinmcnl, .,-he march resumecl on the 271h and z9th 
l 'h is  was done i n  the afternoon of the samc ,!ay, the force being comlrased of 3gG 
mcn of the 3znd Pioneers. two Guns of  thc Kashmir Alountain B.ltter).. s n n ~ c  

Kashmir Sappers and Miners ancl a small body of loc.~l levies. Colonrl l ie l ly ' r  
dispatch gives a most graphic account o f  the difficulties that he encountered; 
this march ol 220 miles was accomplished i n  zg days, an exploit o l  which all 

Englishmen must be proud. 

No. I-C, datctl Chitral, the 6th hlay, 1.995. 

Pram-I .1err~s .~s1-Co~osv .1 .~  KELLY, 3zntl I'ioncers. Commanding the 
t i i lg i t  Force, 

To-l'hc Adjutant-General i n  India. 

I havc the Itonour to forwanl, for the inlormalion ol His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief in India, the following report of the operations o f  the 
t i i lgi t  Force in the rel iel  of Cltitral, lrom the z j r d  March to the ~ 3 r d  Apri l ,  1895. 

--. - -- - - -. 
1 All the gu~nl~vl wounds caused by hlrrlini and Snzdcr I,ullelr cxccpt two.-C. V. I.. 'I'. 

. .  . 
hlarrh, ancl Ghizr \\,as reached by the two columns on the 30th and 3151 March 

1 rerpectis,rly, mow ly ing on the ground to the depth o l  a loot. 
i !  
l 6. S,rpplas.-The unfortunate absence of Captain Bretherlon. Deputy Assistant 

Commissary General i n  hlastuj. was a source o l  some anxiety as to the supplies 
available far the column, as I wished to be independent of the storks that might 
be av.aildblc in the placer we %-ere attempting to relieve. A t  Gupis we muld 

1 not ascertain what supplier had been sent lorwarrl. and the balances there were 
insufficient to take more than \\,as necessary for the road, although they were 

: near the bare at Gilgi t  for replenishing their stock. A t  Ghizr I found there 
was sufficient lar 1,oco men for I 14  days, and probably supplies in Mastuj fur 1 the garrison there for 16 days. I was able alter parsing Laspur to somewhat ( supplement our resources locally. 

, 7. Tronrpr-/.-The collection o l  transport at Ghizr was a matter of sonbe 

; difficulty. and on the 1st r\pril, before marching, i t  was found that many of the 
Yassin coolies had absconded, which meant that a further reduction would have 



there. 

return the coolie transport. and endenvour to open comniuni~~ation with h.l.lsluj. 

the pony transport. I took thc rcmainder back to tihizr. \\,here they could bc 

Teru on the 3rd April, and eventually accompanied Captain Borratlaile'r party, 
who were able to make a start on that day. 

13. Ac/ion ./ C h , i f ~ ~ / : ~ l  y h  April,-On the morniny o f  the nth Ap r i l  I 
advanced to the attack o l  the enemv. I n  the earlv mornine Lieutenant Rcvnon. 

lo, Sho,ulvr l. q6 April-Having assured mysell the state or 
wi lh the Hunza levies, a\cended the h i ~ h  hi l ls on the left bank or l l ~ e  river, to 

turn the r ight of the po\ition and attack i n  rear. l'hc Punyal levirs wcre scnt 

- .  
second party under Lieutenant Peterson were not able to leave t i l l  the 8th Apr i l  
and reached Laspur on the 9th Apri l .  

il Ha l f  company, 3znd I'~o~~cers-;~dvanced guard. 
The crossing of the Shandur Pars was an arduous undertaking, and at the /l ~ ~ , h ~ ~ ~  sappers 

moat unreasonable time o l  the year, but I am proud to say that the trials were 1 ,Ha![ company, 32nd Pionecrs. 
mast cheerfully borne. Unlorlunately lor us recent lalls had made the snow some l'wo (runs, 1st Kasl imtr M a u ~ ~ t a i n  Haltcry, carried b y  coolies. 

M;lin body. 

three to lour reet deep, and obliterated any track that may have existed. W e  One company, 3zn1l Pionccrr. 
could hardlv expect to cross without some cases of snow-blindness and fro\t- , . 
bite, and o l  these i n  the whole column the total cases \$,ere 63 o l  the former The baggage, unrlrr ewort or l l ip rear gunrcl, rvln;\inc<l ill (iasht t i l l  
and 43 01 the latter; only the cases o l  rrost-bite were severe. ;l d e r e d  lorwai-,l n h o  thc artion, 



A n  arlvancc was lnacle to the r ivcr where the bridge had been broken, I ~ u t  As  the action ~,ropresscd. the supporting section of ' * C "  Company advanced 
suficicntly repaired by the Sappers and hlincrs for the passage of the inlamtry, I and reinforced. .!he remaining ha l l  o l  " C "  Comllany advanced, and, leaving 
the y u n d o r d e ~ l  the river, end the force ascended to the fan lacing the r ight suficicnl space lor the guns, took up their position in the firing line on the 

sanpar o l  the enemy's position. 1 extreme right. 

I],!. Ordrrs /or Allnri(.-My inrtruction\ for tlic attack were that the 
.~clvanced guard were to leave the road and form ulr on the hiyhest part of the 
ran facing " A "  Sanyar, whicli was tu Ile silcncc<l b y  bolley firing and 
the guns; the same course to be alterivardr adopted on " B "  Sangar, when 
an opl>orlunily woul(l probably ofler i lscl l  for the inlantry to descend to the 
river bed and ascend to the left bank tu enfilade the enemy in the rumaining 
sangara, which wuulrl, no doubt, be vacated on the appearance or the levies 
under Lieutenant Beynon i n  their rear. 

14. Cur~j,,r,rn/iorr o/ grorr,rd-The configuration o l  the ground was as lullows:- 
?lie road lrom the river aRer leaving tiasht brought us on to an alluvial fan, 

the ascenl to which was short ancl steep; i t  was covered with boulders ancl 
intersected with nullahs : the road lenl across this fan and then along tliu loot 
of steel, shale slopes ancl shouts witliin SW yards of the line of sangars cron.ninp 
the uppoaitc side o l  the ribcr bank, irnrl totally devoid a l  any sort ur  description 
of covcr for some two miles; i t  could also be swept by avalanches u l  stones set 
in motiun by i t  lew men placed on the Ileights above lor that purpose. 

Volley f ir ing at first war opened at yards, but the f ir ing line advanced 
150 to 200 yards as the action ~,rogresred. h t  a later stage one section o f  
. ' A  " Coml~any war pushed up to fill a gap on the r ight o l  the puns in action 

in the centre of the line. 

The enemy, alter receiving same well-direrted volleys and cur rmly-p lacd 
shells, were seen to vacate " A "  Sangar by twos and threes, unti l  i t  was finally 
emptied. 

17. Flo'lnrk Al/ork.-During our advance to the lan, shots were heard in the 
rlirection o l  the hills, Lieutenant Beynon having come into contact with the 
enemy in their sangars up the hillbide, who were driven from ridge to ridge. 

18. F /&k l  o/ .nrrny.-When " A  " Sanyar war vacated, attention wa, directed 
un .' U " Sangar, and thc same course adoptcd with the same result; at the same 
t i t~ tc  those driven down from the hills above streamed into the plain and there 
was then a general flight. Six shrapnel were fired into the flying enemy at 

ranges o l  1 , ~ .   zoo, and 1.350 yards (three rounds per gun). 

The advanced guard formed up at about 8 w  yards l rom the position, and 
20. G~.t~rrrral Lfa,/s.-The casualties consisted o f  one man 01 the jznd 

the main body i n  rear. IJioneera severely wounded, and three Kashmir Sappers slightly. 

15. O~C,,Y'J B~ri/ to~.-.Th~ cncn~y'* ~ ,u \ i t io t~  consisted o l  a line o l  sangarr i 
blocking tllc r w d s  (ram thc river up tu t l ~ e  al luvi i~l  ran on which they were 
placed. 'I'hc r ight  or the llosition was ~,rotcctrcl by  a rnow glacier which 
(lescended inlo the river bed, and furthermore b y  sanyarb which este~~ded inlo 
the snow line up the spur of the hills. 

16. Cosrrc o / l h c  arlion. -The coursc o l  the action \ v s  ss follo\\*s:- 

r g ,  Cdptrre g r r r , , ~ ' r  porl~i,,n.-.\ general advance was then made down 
precipitous banks to the bed of  the river, covered by the fire of the reserdes. 
the river lorded, and Sangars ' . A ' ,  and B '' occupied. The guns were then 
carried across, and the whole line of sangarr having been vacatetl. the column 

wab re-formed on the ran; the time taken i n  crossing enabled the enemy to gel 
well on their way to hldbtuj; the advance was then continued to a village a 
mile and a ha l l  further along the bed of the river, where a halt was made. 

'I'llc 3znd 1'10neers thcn nrlvanccd to the attack- 'The action commenced at 10. j o  .A.xI., and labted one hour. The position was 

One Section, " C "  Co~nl,.bny extended (Ielt o I  line). o l  unusual natural strength, and the dihposition of the sangarr showed consider- 

One Sc~l ion,  . .C' '  Conll,any citendcd in support. ablc tactical ability, being placed on the edge o l  high clifls on the left bank of 

l'wo Sections, " C  " Cornl,any 
" A "  Company \ in reserve. 

'Tlw guns now took up positioll thc right, and on ' .X ' .  Sangar 

at a rtingc o l  825 yards. 

the river. 

The enemy \\.ere computed at 4o0 to SW, and were armed with hlartini- 
Hcnry  and Snider rifles; several dead were Iound i n  the sangars, and the losses 

1 1 e,timate to have been from fifty to sinty. 



The n.hale action war carried out 6 t h  the extreme steadiness 01 an ordinary 1 and from zoo to 300 lee1 deep. The main road runs along the whole length 01 

morning parade the volleys being well delivered and controlled. 

21. ,.ltli.,,,,cC ,,,, J A , ~ / ~ ~ . - A ~ ~ ~ ~  a h,,lt 

bank t i l l  within three miles 01 !,~.,~~uj. 
yarrison 01 hlastuj was seen drawn up un the crest 01 the lan. 

swept us away il we had used them. 

During the dayt ime the garriron had noticed the enemy gradually vacating I 
their positions; son. wne to haVC Iw;,rd ar vuI*ys ancl guns, By e\rening I The '..gars sunk into Ihe ground and head-c0ver I ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  a 

Ihe enemy had a l l  gone towards Chitral, and tile garr iron were able to turn out 11 cuvering limber and 

alter an investment o l  eighteen days. 

'The cvlunln arrived in hlastuj at about 5 p.rl., and the baggage guard 
by Y r X. 

2 2 .  . lAn l t~ ,  101h 10 1216 :l~,-il.-l;ro~n the loth to 12111 a halt \\'a5 made i n  
> ld~tu j ,  l u  elloiv o l  arrangemcnls lor  supplie, and tranylort lor our own ona'ard 
I'rogrcbs; the guns \\.ere mounted on local ponies, and the bccond detarhment 

of thc lznd Pioneers arrived nn the 11th April, accompanied by Surgeon- 
Captain Ludrd. Indian Medical Service, with the base hospital which \rails 

establ ir l~e~l at hlabtuj. 

On the lot11 Apr i l  I urdcred Captain Bretherlon. Deputy r\\sistant Com- 
~niaserj-General, l o  return to Ghirr and carry out the dutie. 01 hir of ice between 
Gilgit  and that glace. 

Opportunity was taken during t h i  period to repair the bridge over the 
Yarkliun river. one mile below ILla\tuj, and OII the 11th Ap r i l  a ruconnaissance 
was made by the levies, who reported that the enemy were preparing a strong 
positiun on the A'isa Gol. 

'1  On  the left o l  their position they had sangars on the spur o l  the hi l l  in a 
general line with the sangarr on.the plain, and on the h i l l  above parties o l  
men were stationed to throw down stones. Sangar No. 16 was fortunately 
unoccupied. On  the r ight  01 their position. across the r iver and slightly in 
advance 01 the general line, they had another line o f  sangars on a spur stretching 
away high up into the snow line. 

25. C I . s / w  ul/,trl,-hly orders b r  thc attack were therefore as lollo~vs:- 
' . 

The advance guard, on gaining the maidan. was to make i t \  way well up 
1 ,  to the r ight  and high up thc lan, where the formation 01 the ground lavoured 

11 an advancc under cover to within 500 yards o l  the nullah. I t  was directed to 

! l  direct its attack on Sangar No. 17 with well-dlrected volleys, t i l l  the guns and 
l' remainder 01 the lorce came into position. Sangar No. 17 wa5 first to be 
! demolished, and attention then to be  directed on the main Sangars, 12-15. 
I while thc levies made their way high up the nullah in search 01 a path lor a I pohsible point 16 crush and turn the lelt 01 the enemy's pod ion ,  and on the 

enemy being seen to retire, a general advance to be made. 

/ /  26. ilJ;mor~cr /ro,lr Afur~ri; 13lh An,;/. - l advanced l rom hlastuj at .L 31. on . - .  
z h ~ n s  or No. I, K r l ~ ~ l > i r  the 13tl1 Apri l ,  w i th  the lurce as per margin, the 

2 3  R ~ ~ ~ , l ~ * , ~ ; ~ s ~ * ~ .  / .~'tfii C - I - O n  the l z t l ~  Ap r i l  a lurther rrLonnrisunce I \I.UI~,, u.tlcn 
traa a.ith the levir, under ~i~~~~~~~~ B ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  en,:nly 3S20fthe ~ 2 n d  I ~ ~ O I I C ~ ~ . .  baggage bc ing l e l ~  behind t i l l  orders were receiverl 
acliuns. i 

,mo,ll,e4,h qo 01 l l l c  Karhnlir Ku,,u,, hrp r/,,L,;,ry. ?cr, 
rur its ;ldvance undcr the escort 01 a  orli lion of the 1 1  nm ~ e v ~ e r  garrison. l'here was sollle time lu \ t  itnu dificulty 

A n  uxcullent s t ~ t c h  U! their pubition wa, the result, and clearly guitled me " 
l! i n  my courae or actiun. and ladderr s'ere also nlade to usc in crossing the lnain 

nullah where practicable. I8 
l 1  
l !  24. D~~t r~ /~ / r l~ ;~~ cvc l~ ,n!~ . ' s  j)o~iIt,,,~ n l  N,J.~ Go/.-The lmsitiun of Nisa b o l  \v\..I\ 
, ,  

a pr~ct ica l ly  btrung une and con5idcred by the Cl~ i t ra l i r  to I,c inl>regtti~llle. 
I t  1 is \itualed un a lan. Iu \ , ing a deep nullah bibecting i t  [rum lar away in\ide the 

hill, to the Yarkhun rlver, the wall, o l  the nullah being l>erlectly prcciljitour 1 

experienced in crossing thc Yarkhun river. The 
aclvance guard coming i n  contact with the enemy :It 
10.30 .A.>!, advanced too mucl1 towards tllc centre of 
the plain and the attack was carried out .L, follows:- 

27. A~I(III of NISO Go/, 131h ,!p,;/, 1 ~ 9 5 . -  'The ild\.i~t~~e , p i~ rd .  4 c A ' '  Coml~a~ly. 
<leployerl into line and ;ulwncrd in extcndcd order \vllen within gw yards or 
[he pusil~un, running il. own wplmr ts  and Iwr.~rnc tllc extremc lcl t  or the firing 
line. . - C "  Company f o l l ~w ing  soon alter, prolunged the line to l l ic right, also 





33. HBtm,icd.-Our \r*ounded were returned to hlastuj under the escort of 1 40. Ch~lml ,  20th .1/lril la  23,d A/'~il.-Oll the 20th the column marched at 

h e  i s  h r u t  U h g I n e t  morning, under l 6 *.N., and arrived i n  Chitral by 2 p * .  

personal superintendence o l  Surauon-Captain Luard, Indian Medical Service. 

charpoyr having been ob ta i n~d  lor them lrom Sa~~oghar .  
11 The garrison had been invested fur 47 days, and some o l  the enen1y.s 

I/ sangars were within twenty yards o l  the fort walls. 

34.-Kt/. Drar~rn, 14th ApnI-On the 14th Apr i l  1 niarched tu K i l a  Drasan. 
with the object o l  seeing to \\,h;lt e r l r n l  the enemy might bu on IIIY r ig l l l  flank. 
as Mahomnled I r a  had Red in 111;it direclion ; the road being bruken, a long 
delour had to be made t ~ p  a spur sonic 2.000 lee1 high above the road, \vhich 
brought us on to a pamir-like clevalion and led over grassy down.\ straight above 
R i l a  Drasan, which a,as lound to bc eml~ ly  ; the bridge hcre tvas destroyed, but 
repaired Iron1 material ubtained from the lor l  b y  the levies and 32nd Pioneers. 
'I'l~e rear guard did not get in t i l l  alter dark, and many of  the coolies deaertcd. 
There were large sul~plies 01 grain, kc., i n  the lort, but as the villages \$,ere 
entirely deserted. no coolies could be lound tu carry i t  away. 

35. Khruhl. 15lh April.-Un Ihe 15th the colunln marclled to Khusht. rain 
I.tlling stcad~ly al l  d.+).. 

3b. Laa, ~ b l h  zlpr,l.-On the 16th 1 ~na ru l~cd  to Lun. tlte rain ceasing about 
111iJday; thib \\.as a very bad and trying march. 

37. Don,a~, 17th il)ril.-On the 17th e march was macle to Harnas; the 
bridge o w r  the rivcr at Pret having been broken. the troops lorded the river 
brcabt-high. about a mile abovc Barnas; this war carried out under great 
dificullier, and I received great absistance from the levies, \\'h0 stood b e l o ~  the 
crossing in  he stream and saved many men from being wabhed away, and 
recovered kils fluating down the stream. 

3s. . l h , o t ,  181h .I/'r,l-On the ~ S t h  we ~,roceedcd only as far as hlaroi, 
which the enemy !\.ere reported to be Iholding, but was luund evacuated on 
arrival. hlaliommed Isa and his following, keeping a march ahead o l  us, had 
only lult the place that morning. 

39. A'h~gozi, 19th A/'ril.-On the l y t h  I arrived at Khogazi. Hav ing hc;~rd 
that the Guland Gul was bcing held, prel,ardtiuna were niadc to bridge the 

river in ordur tu crown the heights on the right bank. The levies bcing sent 
ahead to reconnuitrr: luund the tiuland t iu l  unoccupiud; having mundcd the 
bridge uver thc torrent bearing that name. they advanced into Khogazi. 'I'hc 
bridging upvratiuns uver Lhe river \\.ere thurelvrc discontinued, ancl the column 
marched dirvct l o  that village. I n  th~.  anernoon a Ictter wah received fr0111 
Surgeon-Aldjur Koburlson, C.S.I., infor~l l ing us that Shcr .\ha1 had fled 5uutl1- 
\b,ardh and the invtbtmrnt o l  C l~ i t ra l  had been raised. 

I 'I'he colun~n encamped for three days south o l  tllc fort, and on the ~ 3 r d  1 t\pri! Lhc \vliole lorcc including the garrison moved into ii ~ ~ e i v  camp on more 
open ground, on a spur commanding the valley, lcaving a guard o l  lilty men in 1 thc lort lor the protection u l  the new Mehu r .  

On  the lollo\ving days steps were taken to e n t r e ~ ~ c h  the ~~os i t ion,  and 
con~munic~tions were opened up with the Chilral Rel iel  Force at D i r .  

11 I am lhanklul to ray that my  task was carried out w i th  so l i t t le loss o l  life. 

On  the 14th March orders were isbuetl l o r  ttlc mubilisalion 01 the First 1 A rmy  Corps, and on the 3 1 u  the tro0l.r comllosing the Chitr i t l  I te l ie l  Force 
; assenhbled at Noivshera, undcr the commat~d o l  Lieut.-General S i r  Robert Lots', 

K.C.B., commanding Lucknow District. H i s  lorce con\irtcd o l  three Bripiides, 
the corngosition o l  which is given belo\v:- 

11 2nd Infantry Brigade-Commanded by I~RI(,Au~~K - GEIER.%L H. G. 
\VI\.I.EKI'IELD. 

I 1st Battalion Gordon I i ighlanders. 

11 2nd Battalion King's Own Scotti,l~ Uordcrers. 

il .([h Sikh Inlantry. 

l tiuidcs' Inlantry. 

/i No. 2 13ritirl1 I'icld Hospitdl. 

U No. 35 Native L'iuld I-lospital. 

! 
1 

1 

i 
1 
i 

1st Inlantry Brigade-Commanded by I3a1eno1r.a - 
K I N L O C H ,  C.B. 

1st Battalion King'> Royal  Riflc Corps. 

1st Battalion Bedfordshire Regiment. 

15th Sikh Bengal Infantry. 

37th Dogra Bengal Inlhntry. 

No. I Brit ish Field Hospital. 

No. 14 Native F ie ld  Hospital. 

i~ 



3rd Infantry D r i ~ a d e  -- Commanded hy Bn l c~o l xn  - Gl;s~nrr. W. F. 
GATACRE. I1.S.O. 

and Battalion Sealorth Highlanders. 

1st Rattalion East Kent  Regiment ( " T h e  ButTs"). 

25th Punjab Infantry. 

2nd Battalion 4th Ghurka Rifles. 

No. 8 British Fielrl Hospital. 

No. [ g  Native Field Hospital. 

Diz,inbnol Troopr. 

(;uirles' Cavalry. 

I ~ t h  Bengal Lancers. 

13th Bengal Infantry. 

~ 3 r d  Pioneers. 

No. 15 Field Battery, Royal Art i l lcry. 

Nos. 3 and 8 Mountain Batteries, Royal Artillery. 

No. 4 Hazara Mountain Battery. 

Nos. I, 4, and 6 Companies, Renzal Sappers and Miners 

l'ngincer Field Park from Roortee. 

No. 4 Hritish I'icld Hosl,ital A and B Sections. 

Nu\. 17 and IS Native Field Hmpitals. 

Veterinary Field Hospital No. I, lrom Rawul Pindi. 

No. I Maxim Gun and detachment o l  cight hlen, 1st Raunlion Devonshire 

Regiment, under command o l  Captain A. L. Fecbles. 

D ~ p ~ r l m ~ ~ l ~ /  U,~ils. 

No. z Veterinary Fielrl Ho-pilnl l rom Ratvul t'inrli 

Ficlrl >ledical Storc Depdt lrom hlian hl ir .  

Rri t i rh General Hospital. Perhawar. 

Native General Hospital. Peshawar. 

: (ieneral Veterinary Hoqpital, Umballa. 

: Base Veterinary Store DcpDt, Umbnlla. 

Ordnance Field Park, Ratvul Pindi. 

Reserve Brigade-Commanded hy h l r j o a - G r ~ r u . t ~  C H A S S E R ,  V.C 
C.B. 

1st Battalion Rifle Rrigarle. 

26th Punjab Infantry. 

2nd Battal~on 4th Ghurka R ~ f l r q  

2nd Battallon 3rd hhurha Rlflcs 

The three Brigades mover1 northward5 from Nowshera on the m a r n i n ~  a l  
Apr i l  I r t ,  leh I l o t i  hlardnn on t l ~ e  2nd. nnrl arrived in the vicinity o f  Dersai the 
same evening. ;\L 7 o'clock or the ncxt morning. the second Brigade moved OR to 
attack the hlalakanrl Pars, on which the cncmy were rcported to have taken up x 
stronzly fortified  asit it ion. 'l'hc Ant brigade w a s  in support with orders to 1,ush on 
througll the scconcl Brigade, ahen the latter gaincsl the summitol the Pass; :tnd the 
third Brigade was held in rerervr. 1-he obqtinatr resistance to the advance o l  the 
Briti,h troops, and the surresc auendinc their eflorts is now n matter of history. 
The oficial description 01 the advance is lntercsting as particularizing the work 
done by each regiment in the operations, and the ndture of the work that was done. 

Lines o l  Communication Troops-Commanded b y  ~IAIOR-GLPBR,~L E. ! Dated Camp Khar .  Sivat \'alley, the 5th . \pd.  1895 

STEDMAN, C.R. 

1st Battalion East Lancashire Regiment. 

29th Punjab Infantry. 

30th Punjab Infantry. 

No. z Derajat hlountain Battery. Four Guns. 

From-The General Officer Command~ng the C h ~ t r a l  Flcld Force 

l~ 
To-The Adlutant-General In Ind~a.  

1 I have the honour to make the lollowing report an ~h t .  action of 3rd April. 

when the hlalakand Pass was caplured by the troops under my command 

No. 4 British Field I-lospilal, C ancl D Sections. /j z. As previously explained by telegram, I learnt on the 1st r\pril that all three 
No. 24 Native Field Hospital. 1 passes into S~rat ,  ii:., thc blalakand, the Shahkot, and the hlorah parses. were held 

Nos. 5 and 6 Rr i t ia l~  I'ield Hospitals ;mtl NOS. 28 and 29 Native Field .I by the cnemy. and that the majority o l  them orcupi*d the Shahkot and hlurah 

Hospitals for sick and wounded returning from the lront. parses. 



A t  that timc, the clisl)osition 01 the trool,r o l  this Force was so arranged 
' 8. A t  this point the 4th Sikhs were sent to occupy a spur which jutted out 

as to attarl. the hlalakand and thr  Shahkot passes simultanrously on the morning ! from the range to the \\rt,sl, an11 they had to remain there, covering the adv;~nc*, 

o l  the 3rd o l  Apri l .  The 1st Brigade was then at I.undkliwar on the road to ' lor the day. 

the Shahkot Parr. The 2nd and 3rd Drigades were at Jalala on the road to tlie '~ 
hlalakand Pas .  

5). The Guides Infantry were direclcrl to a\rend the highest point o l  the 1 western hill, and alter gaining the summit, to turn along the crest, atd enfilade 

3,  c~~~~~~~~~ on the above in~ornlalion, 1 ,lclrrnlined to decei,,e the enemy as l! the position 01 the enemy, which evidently entendcd l r o n ~  the highe.\t point to the 

to m). inlentiun by cavalry to Pal i  on shahkot road the .,,d ~ ~ ~ i l ,  ' 1  end 01 the langc, and \vhcru. as alreacly notc<l. the h i l l  pt.e~.il)itately descends 

,,hr idea !hal \\,oulcl nnainly be atlilc~j mrintainrd, l,ut I dire,.ted 1 into the 1>ass. The Guides l ~ i l : ~n t r y  had a most arduous task to perform; they 

!he lat  ~ ~ i ~ . , d ~  to join l).,rghai the h1;,l;,knn,l pass on the morning I had to ascrntl the lhighcst p r ; ~ k  o l  the range about 1 . ~ 0 0  leet high, ancl attack 

the 2nd ~ ~ , ~ i l ,  anll lIopcd by ;, force,l nlnrcll on [he nighl [he t s t  r\l,ril 1; ancl capture acveral rangah lul l  o f  the enemy, which acrs< held I ly riflcnlen and 

to Darghai by  S a.m,, and carry the I,ars on the ?,,,j ,\l,ril ,vith (he cro\vds . . throwing rocks and stones down, end their ;~(lvancr w;ls neces\nrily 

Brigadec. / l  graaual. 
10. Meanwhile, as the lorre advanced, the position o l  the enemy was dis- 

4. A storm of wind and rain. ho\vever, raged a l l  through thr night or the 1-1, 1 closerl. .rhey occullierl the o r  the crest the ,,r~st,.rn ),ill with numeraur 
and at midnight I war obliged to abandon my intention or a night march, i t  being l do,\-,, the o f  [hc  ill, earll comman&ng the I,~I,,~. it, their 
an impossibility lor the nlen to load up the t r an \ l ~o r l  in burh darkness. rain and mud. ; m;iin strength was on the no r t l ~ r rn  end or the hill, whcre i t  ~,rccil,itstuly desrcn<led 
A l l  thnt could be clone therelorc was to start at day-lncak, ancl collect the three !; into t l ~ c  T l ~ e  hills on t l ~ e  eactcrn side 01 thc. I,;lrs !\-ere not held I,y the 
Brigades at Darghai on the znd, and m.tke the attack on the 3rd Apri l .  enemy t i l l  alter the point where the western hi l l  r l rol~perl  into the valley. Pull I/ advantage war taken of  this fact. 

5 .  1 may note here that, so far as deceiving the enemy as to my intention o l  
attacking only one pass, the plan was completely rucrerslul. though the attack took 

place a day later than I had hoped for. The enemy had not sufficient time to c't 
across the hills and help their comrade, on the Malakand Pass between the evening 
of the 2nd Apri l ,  when they must have lathomed the plan, to the morning o f  the 

3rd, when the attack took place. 

6. The attack took place on the morning 01 the 3rd with the 2nd and 1st 

Brigades. 11 was my intention to use the 2nd Brigade only, the 1st being i n  
rear with its mule tranlport ready to cross the pass as soon as captured, and 
march on the Swat Ri\,er; but, as wil l  be seen. I round the pass so strongly 
held, and so obstinately defended, that to gain the victory I had to utilise both 
brigades, and at the final moment I had only one regiment i n  rescr\,r, the other 
three regiments of the 1st Brigade as well as a l l  lour regiments o f  the 2nd 

Brigade br ing engaged i n  the attack. 

7. Starting from Darghai, the pass at first goes through a gradually narrowing 
valley to the nonh  lor about two miles, then bends to the north-east lor a mile 

and a half, where the high hills on the west drop precipitately into the pass. 
On  reaching the bend of the pars to the north-east, i t  was apparent that the pass 
was strongly held on the west side, the whole range being lined hy men with 

flags and banners. 

I I. 'I'here werc three maunt.ain batteries with the troops i n  action, namely, Nos. 

3 and S hlountain H.itteries, Royal Art i l lery, and No. 4 (1)cr;ij;it) Xlountain 13:ttterv 
or lour guns -in a l l  16 guns; anrl these took up po-ition aRcr ~,osition on the 
eastern slope o l  the valley, and most sucresrlully prevented any rnncentration 01 the 

enemy when the infantry arlvanre was or(lrred. 

' 
12. I t  soon became apparent that il the a\sault war delayed t i l l  the po,ilion 

was turned by the Guides that the ;lition wor ld  ir uncluly d;Iaycd and t11e Guides 
1 thrm,elver seriously cutnun~bercd. ,~ 

13. A t  this time I also a\cerlainud that, although the pass appeared to lie in the 

11 valley i t re l l  ancl to round tllu corner o l  the western h i l l  where i t  dropped into the 

il valley, yet that beyunrl 1hi5 paint there \\.as no path nor roadway whatever. the 

valley being blocked with huge racks and boulders, and thnt the crosbingol the pass 1; lay to the lelt over the heights to our left, and which was so stronxly held by the 
11 encmy. Action was at once rherclare taken to carry the h i l l  to t l ~ e  left, which lrom 

I this point was about 1,- feet high. 
l 

1: 14. The  Gordon Highlanders were rlirvcted up the c r o t  o l  the wcrlern hill 
l '  

rom the point where i t  touched the valley. '['he K i n g  s Own Scottish Rortleren 

I were directed up the ccntre spur. Thc (roth Icifles were ~lirer.te<l up thc ,lup?s from 

, lurthcr back i n  the line, whilst the Bedlvrdrhirc Regiment and 37th 1)ogras pushed 



on, rounded the point lrom which l l ~ c  Cordon Hiyhl;~ndcrs rummenc ed the awent, 

i ~ n ~ l ,  turning tu the ld l ,  ar~enclcd the hi l l  from the norlhern side, thc 15th Sikhs 

being held in rehrrvc. 

15. As the infantry a\cenrlerl i t  w.tr secn how \veil th~. defence u l  thc hi l l  had 

been organized. T l ~ e  Gordon Highlanrlerr and KinC's O\\w Scottish Hordercrs, 
arcending as Lhcy did on a direct attac:k, tnct tha ~ ren tes t  resi5tance and suRered 

moat. Sanga after rang* was ol~a~inatc ly  held, uach a n g a  e, i t  was ru\hed 

cunliny at once under the Rrc of tho one above i t ;  ancl hcrc I may nulc the 
adnairable service done Iry the ;trtillcry and hlahini guns; scver.~l ;~ l ten~pls  

were "bade t,y the enemy to cunccntraw horn aljovt. and hulcl luwer sangas anrl 

positions, but a l l  such atteml,l\ \\.ere lrurtrated by the admirable practice o l  lhe 
~nountain bntterics and hlaxim gun, over the heads o l  our advancing infantry, 

although at several points the aanga\ were only carried by hand-to-hand fighting. 

'Tl~e enemy were gradually driven l rom porition to positic,n. and eventually fled 

down th: other slopes of the wertcrn hi l l  as the heads o l  the attacking colurnns 

reached the top, \!,hen the pass was captured and f iyhl ing over, though thcy wcre 

pursued down the other side as soon as the men got together. 

16. The action was begun at 8.30 a.m. and concluded at z I>.m 

17. 'l'he total numbers o f  llie enemy are variuusly rel,orterl. 1,,1t the actual 
nun~bcrs on thc paxs wcr- ~,rol,al)ly about l o , m  to ~z.ooo men-some 3 . m  armed, 
and the rest uaing rocks ancl stoner. 

18. l'hc encmy's 10,s war \aid by them5elve5 10 hc about SW, and the road 

down thc otller side was cuverecl wit11 signs o l  numburs of wounded men having 

been carried away. Our lobs wits I I tnen killed, and 8 officers and 39 men 

wounded. 

19. .fhe 1st Brigade remained at the lop o l  the pass, holding it, while the mules 

o l  thc brigade passed up; but the path \\.as so bad that only a lew mules reached 
the top that night. 

Nu. z$-A, rl;~tcd Camp Dir,  the 1st nfay, 1895. 

I ' ~ ~ I ~ - ~ . ~ K L ~ I ~ . ~ . ~ S I . O ~ : ~ B K . ~ L  511 K. C. LOIV, K.C.II., Commanding the Chitral 
Ke l ie l  I'orce, 

'1'0-'I'lle i\~ljutdnt-(neneral in India. 

1 have the hunor to make tile lollowing report on the operalior~aof the troops 

under 111y commantl hincr c rus ing tile Irontier on the 2nd A p r ~ l .  

3. I n  my dcrpatch t la~ed the 5th Apri l  I gave a Irrief arc,,unl o l  the arsaull and 

capture of the Alalakand I'i~\s. I t  mu\t be remcmbere~l that this was wrilten only 
two days aflcr the ;~ction, and. Ireing I,ascrl on my own ~ll,servaliun, wn, neresqarily 
incomplete. Thus I lisve to makc an important correction in this rellort r epa r r l i n~  

one battalion, namely, the 4th Sikh Inlantry, who rlirl nut remain rtalionary guarding 

the left flank of the advance, as I wrote, but joined thruuyhout in the arlvance up 
11, the highest lleaks o f  the enemy's position, parallel v i t h  the (;uidcr Inlantry. 

l t a v i n ~  an cqually arrluuu\ r- l in~l,  with thcm, anrl tnretinp with ancl carrying many 

rangan full o l  the encmy. 1)uring this advance omr:ers and men alike 

di-tinguishecl tliemrelve~. I n  n ~ y  o r i ~ i n a l  report also the enemy at the alalakantl 
m Par> wcre e,timated at 12,ooo men, of whom 3 . m  wcre said to be armed with 

fire-arms, but we afterwards ascertainecllhat the number armed with fire-arms was 

much larger. 

No. 544, dated Camp Khar. the 7th Apri l .  1 % ~ .  

F r o m - M ~ j o ~ - G e t i e ~ . ~ r  SIR R. C. Low, r.c.u., (:ommanding the Chilral 
Relief Force. 

To-The Adjutant-General in India. 

I have the honor to lorwanl a rclmrl on the aclion o l  the 4th r\prll, 1895, lough1 

by the 1st Brigade 01 the force under my command. 

2. A t  I P.JI. the 1st Brigade bcgan to descend from Malakand Kota l  along the 

road to [char. l'he advanced guard \\,as lurnished Iby the Rerllordshire Regiment. 

the main t d y  consisting o l  the 37th Dugrar, KO. 3 hlountain Battery. Royal 

Art i l lery. the K ing 's  Royal Rifles, and one company of the 15th Sikhs: the re- 

mainder u l  the 15th Sikhs being on rear guard and at the hlalakand Pa:a t i l l  

relieved. 

3.  When the advanced guard had moved forward abrmt z miles down the valley, 

No. 4 Company. bappers and hliners. were caught up. The enemy were seen in 

large numbers on a low ridge to the r ight  front and ascending i n  grealer strength 

a high rocky r idge which ran roughly parallel to ~ h c  road and at an average o l  
~ , z m  yards lrom it. The lledlurdshire Regiment seized thc maulh o l  the defile. 

through which the road there ran, with two colnpanier un each flank; another 

company of  the Bcdfurds and one o l  King's Royal KiHes ascended a spur 
immediately on the r ight o l  road. The guns came into action here againrl the 

partiea on the high ridge. ' l l ~  37th D o p a s  advanced across the plain andatlacked 

the luw r idge to the r ight front. drivink. the enemy over i t  and advancing beyond. 

'l'h~. ridgc being gained, the Uoxras were sul,ported by a company o l  the 15th 

Sikhs ; the guns advanced to a fresh position and came into actiutl, where also were 

,l the K ing 's  Royal Rifles with a hlaaim, and the Bedfurdrhire Regiment. Alter a 



time the force crossed the valley and ea r  deployed with l l le battery and hlaxim gun 
between the King'a Royal Rifles and the Bedlord,, coverinz the road the baggage 
had to take on issuing lrom the defile. 

4. The enemy began to threaten thc left flank of the Dograr. Two  trbaps o l  
the Guide, comlng up round thc lelt o l  the Dogrss hargcd about 1 .2m o l  them, 
and ki l l ing abuut th i r~y .  the remainder fled to the hills. No. 4 Company, Sappers 
and Miners. now moved up to the ridge. 'The enemy now drew olT, and the baggage 
having come up emerged into u e  plain. The Uogras and Sikhs \r*ithdrew, and the 
whole force moved on into camp near Khar .  

5. The enemy'scasualties are estimated at litre hundred. and ours consisted 01:- 
Europeans-killed none. \rrounded three ; natives-killed two. nounded filteen. 

No. 120-A. dated Camp Sado, 13th Apri l ,  1895 

From-h l~ joa- t iv~~u.hL SIR R. C. 1-08.. K.C.II., Cornn~anding the Chitral Relief 
I'orce. 

To-The Adjutant-General in India. 

I have the lionor to lortvard for information a condensed report, accompanied 

b y  a skelch 11y Lieutenant Gardyne, Gordon Highlanders, o l  the action at the 
crossing or tliu Swat River on the 7th April. 1895. 

The 2nd Brigade. less the Gordon Highlanders and the Guides Inhntry. 
encampd at Aladand un the evening 01 the Gth, and no enemy were seen that day 
on the lurther bank of Ihe Swat River t i l l  the evening. 

On  the morning of the 7th a company o l  the K ing 's  Own Scottish Borderers 
was sent down toumarda the place where i t  \\,as pro) ored to construct the hridge, and 
\Yere fired at lrom the ridge o l  hills on the opposite bank; this r idge was thickly 
occupied by the enemy, as were the villages o l  Chak~larrah, Saidabad and 
Rambrah. 'The lorces at the disposal 01 the General Officer Commanding the 2nd 
Brigade to-day consisted 01 the K ing 's  Otvn Scotlish Borderers, the 4th Sikhs, 
No. 4 Company. Sappers and Miners. No. S Mountain Battery. Royal ~ I r t i l l e r y ,  two 
squadrons u l  the Guides, to s-liich were added lrom K h a r  the I l t h  Bengal I-ancers 

and the 15th Sikhs, and No. ? [Derajat) hlountain Battery. .The 4th Sikhs and 
No. 8 Mountain Battery, Royal Artillery, fired at the enemy on the hills; the I<ing's 
Own Scotlish Borderers (lour companies) and No. 2 (Derajat) Mountain Ba~ te ry  

attacked Ramorah lorl. Under cover o l  the fire o l  the 4th Sikhs and No. S hlountain 
Battery, Royal t\rlillery, the whole o l  the cavalry and the 15th Sikhs crossrrl Ily a 

lord about 803 yards lrom the hills. Directly the cavalry crasscd the main lorrl, the 
river here conbisting of five branches, the enemy began to stream up the plain 

towards Uch. thus getting a long start 01 the cavalry, who pursued them as far as 

: the Katgo la  pass, nine milcs, cutting up about o f  them, the majority ldlling to 

i tlte I l t h  Bengal I.ancers. T w o  companiua o l  infantry advanced to Uch, five miles, 

, i n  support o l  the cavalry, the 15th Sikhs occupied Chakdarrah, the 4th Sikhs 
Saidabad, and three companies o l  the K ing 's  Own  Scottish Hurdcrers ancl a section 

, of sappers, crossing by a breast-high lord, Ramorah lorl ,  which proved too strongly 
built to be destroyed by the explosiveb at hand. I n  the evcning the two cornpanis 

returned from Uch, the cavalry, the K ing ' s  0;r.n Scot l i r l~  I3or<lurers, and seclion ul 
Sappers returned to canill at i\ladantl, tile 15th Siklts and the qth Sikhs remaining 

1 i n  their position across the river. 
l 

The enemy's loss b y  rifle and shell fire coulrl not I I~  estimated. Our casualties 

consisted o l  one man killed, two men drowned crossing the lord, and ten men 

, wounded, and three horses ki l led and eight wounded. 

No. 150-A, datcd Camp tihobani, the 18th Apri l ,  1895. 

F r o m - M . ~ ~ o n - G l ; . ~ r n , ~ ~  SIR K. C .  Low, K.C.II., C.,mlnandi~lg the Chilral 
Rel iel  Force. 

'To--The Adjutant-General in India. 

I have the honor to lorrvard, [or the information of H i \  lixuellency the 

, Commander-in-Chiel, a condensed report 01 the action near Sado on the 13th and 
14th April, 1895. 

,l 

l. O n  the previous evening thc Guides Inrantry 1)attalion had been sent across 
the Panjkora r iver on a slight ra l t  bridge, w i ~ h  orders to construct a delcnsive post 
on the r ight bank and protect themrclvcs for thc night, and 10 burn thc ncsl 
niorning certain villager on the r ight bank a o r  two lower down lrom which 
f ir ing a t  our troops and transport had taken placc. I t  war intcnded to supl"'rt 
this battalion early the following day with other troops, but during the night (hc 
rd l t  pierr were so damagcd by logs carried down I,y the current, thal the b r i W  
became useless, and had to bc broken "1,. The  Guides Infantry had startetl UP lhe 

hi l l  at daylight, and could not be stopped in time. 

2 .  Shortly belurc noon on tlie t j t l l  instant, a report was sent in by [hc 
Uficcr Commanding the Guide, Inrantry that tn.0 large colu~nns o l  the enemy 
\%,ere coming rlo\vn thc Ushir i  valley towards him. I at oncc anlcrcJ out thC 

, remainder o f  the 2nd Brigade, with X". 8 hlountsio Uaucry, Royal Artillery, 



No. z (Dcrajat) Mountain Rattery, and the lour Maxim guns with the brigaclc. 

The Guides Inlanlry were seen to be occupying a very high r i r l ~ e  on the 
southern aide of the Ushir i  valley, and distant about 2 , m  yards lrom the left 

bank a l  the Panjkora river. From this point they were ret ir ing very slowly i n  
a north-westerly direction, coming down a spur towards the junction o l  the two 
rivers. The batteries opened fire as soon as the enemy advancing from the west 
shewed over the ridge. 

3. The Guides Infantry continued to retire slowly down the spurs, and as 
soon as the enemy had come sufficiently lar down the eastern slopes 01 the hill, 
our infantry opened fire at ranges lrom 8 m  to 1 .2m yards from the leR bank to 
covcr the retirement. Orders were signalled to the Officer commanding the 
Guidts Inlantry to move across the open valley and the Ushiri stream 10 his 
post o r  the ~~rev ious night, which, being only lm yards lrom the left bank, could 
be well protected by our fire. This he proceeded to do, but was a good deal 
harrasscd during the movement by  tlie appearance of the second column of the 
enemy; which now showed on the north bide 01 thc Ushir i  valley. and moving 
parallel to the Guides attempted to get round to home spurs commanding the 
post, to the east of the village 01 Khazana. I regret very deeply to report that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Battye, Commanding Lhe Guides Inlantry, was ki l led by a 

gunshot wound durinp this movement. The  retirement of the Guides was most 
stead~ly carried out, and moving the guns and inlantry gradually round the bend 
or the river on high gruunrl commanding the rar bank I \\,as able to keep the 
enemy at a rlistance. 

4. I t  was nearly [lark I jy the lime the Guider lnlantry reached their post. No. 2 
(Dcrajat) Mountain l lal lery and some inlantry were 1.11 an the lelt bank, and 
ammunition and supplies as well as tbvo hlaxim guns under Captain Peebles. 
Devonshire Regiment, and one company o l l h e  4th Sikhs were sent aver on mursurk 

rafts to reinlorce the Guides. Fir ing, howcver, continued t i l l  ncarly I I p.m., and 
commcnced again at daylight the next mornine (lath). when Canlain Peellles sas  . - - ,  . ,. 
mortally wounded, and I regret to say, died on the lollowing morning (15th.) 

5. The Enemy withdrew entirely up the valley soon alter daybreak on the 14th. 
I estintatc their strength at about z , o m  men in each of the two columns, and their 
casualties were no doubt numerous, but lreing unable to pursue. I am without 
definitc inlormation on thir point. 

6. The Enemy arc reported to have llcen a mixed gathering 01 Salarzais. 
Mamunds, sul>jects 01 the Amir  l rom Asmar and Kcna r  ( o l  these we know eighteen 
\\,ere killed), and Utman Khc ls  o l  Amrang. who were lar  the boldest in coming on. 

b . . . . . . . . .  

17.  The three clays lollowing the nbovc action, i \hi le lul l  01 anxiety rexarding 
the rising 01 the Panjkora River in lront and the Swat River i n  rear, were 

notal,le for the arr ival in ramp 01 I.ieutenants Edaardes ancl Fowler, who had 
been prisonrrs in Umra Khan's hanrls; their sale arrival in camp being a great 
rcliel, as I had con\tant l e a n  as to what their 1.111, would be on my arlvanr- 

, ing inlo Umra Khan's territory. 

18. I may record here an instance of the promptitude of Brigadier-General 
! Gatacre, D.S.O., and the gallantry of Major Aylmer. V.C.. Royal Engineers. 

which occurred on the 15th Apri l .  On that day I had only three rafts left, and 
in the last attempt to cross the Panjkora River one of there three ra l b  was 
overturned, having on i t  at the time two British soldiers. Private Hal l  and 
Private Ellwood of the hlaxim gun detachment of the Devonshire Regiment. 

I one sepoy and one boatman. When the raft was overturned Brigadier-General 
Gatacre was r l a n d i n ~  on the bank, and seeing that one of the British soldiers 
(Private Hall)  and the sepoy and boatman had rerained the ralt. which was 
b r i ng  carried down the atrram bottom upwards, and knowing that the stream 

, took a considerable bend belore i t  came tn the point where the suspension 
bridge war being built, he galloped down to that point and informccl Major 
Aylmer, uha  \ras superintending the construction 01 the bridge. 01 the arcidrnt. 

A t  that time there was no superstructure to the bridge-merely the standarrls 

, and wire suspension ropes. hlajor Aylmer ordered a rope to be passed Jr ruSS  

' to thc r ight bank, but the slack was caught by  thc current, and the row uas 

carried away. A t  thir moment the raft appeared in sight about 203 yards 
OR, and hlajor Aylmer seeing the urgency or the case, got inlo a sling cradle ancl 

I \,.as pulled to the centre o l  the stream. The raft immediately alter parsed under 

him, and he grasped Private Ha l l  who lelt his hold on the raft. whereu1,on his extra 
\ ~ " i ~ h t  immersecl the cradle in the water, so that officer and man were in great 
danger of b r i ng  swept away. However, Major Aylmer held un manlully, and with 

the arsirtance of No. 3189. Lance-Saick Sham Sinph 01 No. 4 Company. Bengal 
Sappers and Miners, who got down into the cradle to hell, blajor Xylmcr, the whole 

1,arty n,erc landed, though with much difficulty and danger. 

19. The lastartion i n  which the lorce has been engaged war (hat of the 17th ol  

: April. 

I No. !&-A, dated Camp Mundia Khan, the 19th April. 1 % ~ .  

l F rom- i l l ~ j o~ -G~sna \ l .  SIN l<. C. [.on, r.C.n.. Comm;mding the Chitral 
Rc l ie l  Force, 

To-The Adjutant-General in India 

l 
I have the honor to lorward, lo r  the in lormat i~n of H is  Exrellenry the 

Commander-in-Chiel, a condensed report, acconlpanicd b y  a sketch b y  Lieutenant 
I<ubertson, Field Intelligence Officer, of the action near Mamugai on the 17th April. 

1 1895. 



H a l l  o l  No. q Company, Bengal Sappers and hliners. 

Two companies, ~ 3 r d  Pionrers. 

I, =he forcc at sado commenced crosdng the suspension bridge near Zulm ; 

Haha at day-hreak. By IO,,,~ A.". the lollo\ving troops hacl crossed. 
! 

One squadron. Guides Cavalry. 

Three squadrons, I 1111 Bengal Lancers. 

No. 2 (Derajal) Mountain Battery. I 
supplies. The time o l  year (early spring) necessilalcd tlte passage being, il 
possil,le, done i n  the very early morning while i t  was yet lreczing and the snow 

was as sound as possible. The  start. thrrr lorc. was made l rom Gujar at thc 

20. 1 cannot conclude this portion o l  m y  report without bringing to His 

Escellunry's notice the passage o l  the Lowara i  Pass b y  the troops 01 the 3rd 
Ilrigade, under tlte direction o l  Brigadier-General W. F. Gatacre. D.S.O., 
the time there was ahout three milrs o l  ascent to be  made over snow. ancl 1he 
sante extent o l  snow on the descent. The  pass i!sas crossed i n  very bad wealher, 

which arldecl to the rlificulties ttnrl to ll~r time taken i n  crossinl: the mules and 

The lour inlantry battalions o l  the 3rd Ijrigadr. A $tron:: \\!orking party led the 

aclvancc a rmc~ l  with irnl~roviru<l \no\\,-l,lougltr to c.ut throuyh rlrilts when 

The Ring's Own Scotli*h Borderers hacl crosr~,I the b r i d ~ e  ~,reviourly, and trnlnl, du\vn a track al l  the wag, 

heid the heights to the north-west of the bridge. Iwar  thc w e i ~ h t  o f  the mule<, 
11 while men \\~ilIt torrh~.\ n'erc lelt at turns ancl clnnqurou\ pl;~l.cr; lor il oncc 

2. ~h~ puslled on up the \fallry towards h{iankalai. reran. a mule lcrt the track, i t  at once sank into thc arljoining snoiv and had to be 

no i t ng ,  and about .) kr.  rcarrhed a point about one n ~ i l e  to north-rest o l  1 unladen and l i l tcd again on to the b c a t r ~ ~  path I n  thi, way tlte tap 01 the lvars 
hlamuKai, a.hen a conrideral,le body of the enemy with flags iyerc seen was ruacherl i n  the mirldle lhc.avy rain and \lee1 at 7 ;i.ni. Thc  ~lescent on the 

collecting near Miankalai. On h a y  r e i r i n  h y l l d  m U to 1 north side is very  steel^ n?v< r less t l ~ a n  1:4 a 1 ~ 1  orten 1.3, ancl the track l ~ ~ c l  to 
a certain extent, but rarelully avoided Ground \i,l~el-e the cavalry have be tramped down i n  r igrans. I'hr laden mules fnund i t  alvno\t iml~o~s ib le  l0 

acted against them. !I con~ro l  their mo\,cment., c ~ l ~ ~ c ~ a l I y  a. the rain, &.in, on the  now had, 

made the top layer into t i  \Iluet o f  ice. ancl I ; l~yc nutnhcrs of them were 

I pY.h.d on to ~ h ~ b  ,,i tb B ~ ~ ~ ~ A ~  ar,iriny ,here soon conYantIy slipping olT and, n> to speak, e~tobugq;lninq" n r ; t i ~ l t t  donn the 

noon. ~h~ enemy llad then collerted on a l,lufl in \vest mountain. (icncral G:~t.~cru in I.is report S;,).\ hc >:LW ;IS nt;iny as ~n,enly at a 

hlamugai. l'he battery came into action a(,out 1 2 . ~ 0  1 1 , ~  enemy soon ' t lme bolcmnly slirliny clown nn their h;iunrhr\ b r  r l i \ t :~nrv\ v;~ryiny from IW 

fell hacl; 1.h" searonh ~ i ~ h l ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~  ,,t~l tiurkha5 ma\.e,l 1  to 2 0 3  rect or morr. wltrn they turned c~n,l>lete \n~n~r \ ; iu l t ' i  into the sno\v. 
to the south ride the \,alley, and then advanced the enemy in a q whence they cuuld nut move t i l l  dug out; ;mrl as i t  was iml,o~sil,le to 10x1 them 

westerly direction, driving thenl I,ack lrom sl,ur to rl,ur, arrivecl ; again there, the bags or I r o x ~ s  rarr icr l  I b y  t h ~ m  wcre sent sliding clown the 

at the bluR mentioned about I r . s . .  which they ou~.upied for the night mountain. guided by ropes (rum [,arty to 1,;lrty o l  men st;itionvd on lhe descent, 

I/ while the animals. relllaccd without loatls on thc path, lounrl their way down 

q. The cavalry had been moved up the valley to their original to l! Ihe Irack. 

t ry  and intercept the enemy in their retreat on Miankalai, but the enemy kept f I 
so far over to the west ride or the lando] valley that our cavalry unable , The column reached %~.br;rt, on the nurth \ide o l  thc I,;L\F. I>~.lo\\. the Snm\ '  

to get at them. Our loss a,as very ~ l i g h t - ~ i ~ h t  men \r.oun~ed, ;,,,d nine hor,es 1 l ine by nightlall. I ni.ry in ld  that thc [)a\\ Ixc.tme more and more (ldtlgerous 

wounded, u l  \r0hich two had alterward< to be ,hot. 1 l rom this time t i l l  the \now nlcltccl quilicicntly to admit o l  ;L \umnicr road bein,o 
l made alrovr the \now-c"\-,.-cl torrent I,y the I'ianuur*. The only I)nSmge. 

5, ~h~ enemy.r loss was slight; their number engaRed was ' 
until the snow meltc<l \ulE,.icntlg to ;~<lmit o l  thi, I,vinc clonr., was ul l  and llown 

lrom 3,- to 4,-, composed a ,nircellaneou, hI;,mun,15 thc centre o l  the snow-covorccl torrent, and lor about tcn clay\ in thc sl~rin:r this 

Salarzair, a few Mohmandr, and a rew inhabitants of Asmar and It is 
, becomes very rlangcrour, ~,tr ing to the li;kbility to rink t l ~ r o u ~ h  into the \v.lter 

believed Umra Khan  war not in .I.he enemy al,pearecl to ;; 
beneath an4 l rom the nval;~ncl~cc o l  mow l rom thc ;i<ljoining rlilTs. I ' r o l ~ : ~ l ~ I ~  

retire mainly on Miankalai. the best time to cross [hi\ :tnd o t l ~e r  parses o f  thi\ ~n;bturc is on a line day at 

I1 the latter cnrl o l  winter rvhcn the \now i r  hard. 
0 . . . . . 0 . . . . .  . - - l 1  



No. I 1 7 4 . A "  Riltl O~rrnlio~~s,"--dated Laraln Pas,, 27th July, 1 % ~ .  

F r o ~ n - L t l r u r e x . ~ s ~ - G ~ s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  SIR KOUERT C. LOW, K.C.B., Commanding 
the Chitral Rel iel  Force, 

' T e T h e  Adjutant-General i n  India 

I have the honor to submit the lol lowing report i n  continuation L D ~  my 
No. 296-A o l  the 1st May  last :- 

I. Al ter  the capture of Sher A lza l  the troops were haltecl, and i t  was a quertion 
as to wllether i t  was dcrirablo to move up to the Chitral Fort. The British Agent 
tllere advised that the troops should not advance, on the gruund that the valley, 
already devastated b y  Umra Khan, could not give supplies. 

z .  'The tiovernmcnt 01 India, however, decided that Britiah troops should be 
bhown at Chitral. 

Brigadier-General Gatacre, V.S.O.. comn~antling the 3rd Brigade, wa\ ordered 
to move on the three marches Iron1 Ashreth to Chitral. 

l i e  found the track up the Icunar River quite as bad as, il not worse than, the 
defiler on each bide o l  the Lowari I'as,, and. a beloru, the l r a ~ k  had to be made 
~ u * u " b l c  I,y tllc ,kill of engineer officcrr and bal,lwrs and by the willing litbor 
o l  the troul~b. 

j. During thc firbt wcck u l  hlay I wa\ clct;~ine,l at Dir.  The Khan  o l  D i r  at 
this time wanted our conrtant aul,purl. H c  I~nrl ,  by c;lpturing Sher i \ lzal and 
handing him over to me, dune good acrvicc i u ~ d  ainl l~l~l i~:d the political situation a t  
Chitral, but the duty was a very unl~lvasant une lor him, ancl he incurred a great 
deal 01 unl)opularity amongst the people 01 his own country, i n  \vhicl~ hc wab not 
yet f i rmly established as ruler. 

I t  was only r ight that I should here rccor(l the military services o l  the Khan  of 
D i r  during the advance o l  the Force, as i t  bears con,idcrably on the main object o f  
the expedition, ndmely, the rel ial  o l  Chitral Fort. 

hlahomed Shnri l  Khan, thc Khan u l  Dir,  romc ycara ago war di,posse,rrd o l  
the whole of hi, territory by Umra Khan, and at the time o l  the mobilization o l  the 
Chitral Rc l ie l  Force he war a r c l u ~ e c  in IJpper Swat. On hear in^ that the 
tiovernmcnt of India intended to send .I lurcc .~g;~inst U n ~ r a  I<han. he joined mc ; ~ t  
the lront, avowedly with the object of regain in^ hi\ lost tct-ritory and position, but 
ufTeri~~g 11;s services at the same t~nlc,-service, which, as wi l l  be seen, were altcr- 
wards o l  great irnporlancc. 

Alter the action o l  the 4th r\pril, on the rlescent from the Malakanrl Pass to the 
Swat Valley, the Khan o l  D i r  was sent on i n  advanc: across the Laram Pass into 
D i r  territory, with orders to raise his tribes and recapture, i f  possible, al l  the 10- 
i n  D i r  territory then held by detachments 01 Umra Khan's men, and then to push 
men across the Lowari Pass to the assistance o l  the IJesieged garrison of Chitral. 

The delay to the advance 01 the Force rvurcd by the floods in the Panjkora 
River. the washing away of the first IJridgc, and the necrsrity of ljuilding a ,uspen- 
sion bridge, have been duly reported in my dispatch, of w h i h  this is a continuation. 
r\t that time i t  was believed that the garriaon o f  Chilral had food only t i l l  the 
20th r\pril, and altcr the deleat o l  Umra Kh;tn on the 17th. and his flight. i t  \raa 

clear that, using the utmost esertiuna, t l l r  Iead~ng troops could hardly reach Chitral 
belore the zSth, and that the action of the Khan  o l  D i r  might have an important 
eRect on the late o f  the besieged carribon. 

The Khan carried out his i ns t r u~ t i on~  most loyally, not only in capturing the 
direrent forts in D i r  territory, in duiny which. i t  tnay be said. hc acted a, much lor 
himsell as lor us. but also in pushing l ~ r n a r d  men into the Chitral Valley. 
which is outside: hi, tcrrilory, and which war done entirely in our intere,t,. 

H e  captured the Fort 01 D i r  from Umra Khan's troops on the 12th Alrril. 
with the luss 01 sixty u l  his own men. and hc pushed for\varcl men under his 
brother, who took and occul,ied the lurt u f  K ~ l a  Urosl~. the most im1,urlant 
lort in the Chitral Valley, on the 18th April. K i l a  Vrosh i r  two marches south 
01 Chitral Fort;  and on the same date Colonel Kel ly 's troops were two marches 
nurlh o l  Chitral Fort, while Brigadier-General tiatacre's brigade had r o c h r d  
Ijanva, five marches south o l  K i l a  Drorh. The siege o l  Chitral was raiscd 
that night, the garriaon finding themselves lree on the morning of the 19th April. 

I t  is due to the Khan 01 D i r  that thc active part he took should be recognized, 
Lince, il he did nothing more, he heralded our arr ival in the Chitral Valley. 

5. Leaving D i r  on the 9th o l  hlay, I marched to Chitral, and reached i t  on 
the 16th. The troops were drawn up to reccive me, and i n  lront o l  then1 I met 
the British Agent, Surgeon-hlajor G. S. Kobcrtson, C.S.I., and the pruvis~onal 
hlehtilr, the boy Shuja-ul-hlulk. 

'The parade was made as inlprerivc ar possible, lor the Chitralir had 
never scen British soldiers, and as a rn.ktter u l  (act did nut believe that WC had 
any. A portion of the garrison that had dcfended the lurt during the siege. ;.l:., 

onc company o l  the 14th Sikhs, war in the centre, supported un the r ight by 
Llle t i i lgi t  Field Force, consisting of the jznd Pioneers and two guns o l  the 



Kashmir Mountain Battery, the whole under Lieutenant-Colonel J. G. Kelly, 1' Returning to the dispatch wc read :- 

3znd Pioneers; on the left were the troops o l  the 3rd Brigade, ;rb., the 1st I 
, .The BuRS:' No. 2. (Dcrajat! hlountain B:ittery, No. 4 Company 1, 6. Prior to my departure lrom Chitral. the Rritirh Agent  t m r d  rumours of 

Henpal Sappers and Miners, a detachment of the 2nd Battalion 4th Gllurka II disturbences in Kohiatan, ancl asked that the  troops o l  this Force should hold the 
nifler, and my of one tllc Sealortll Highlander, : the whole villlry and relieve Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly's troops. This  was  sanctioned by 

ltaratle bcing under the command r l  Dri!;adier-General Gatacre  D.S.O. Alter 11 Govonment, and Chitral was occul,ic(l by the 2nd Battalion 4111 Ghurka Rihs, 
i n s u e ~ t i n ~  h e  troorrs. I lurmed them into three rides 01 a square and, addressing !I and t h e  whole line lrom Chitral to our frontier in India has  since been held Ity 

the troops o l  thic Force. 
. - 

 then^, out that the parade was a very remarkable one, in that every 
nlan prcsrnt had received tlle congr;~tulations o l  Her Majesty the Queen- 

I'mpress; that the gallantry o l  the I,esit.ged garrison o l  Chitral was  the pride 7. During the operations o l  the month o l  April  thc troops o l  the Force under 
my comn~and advanced from our Indian frontier into Chitral territory, crossing 
five mountain passcs, thrce ol which-the hlalakanrl (n.goo It.), the Janbalai 
(7,400 ft.), and thc I.o\\frri (10,200 ft.)-\rere o l  thc most ~lifficult character; and 
having also to throw bridges over two largc rivcrs, the Swat  and the Panjkora, 
hcsides innumerable smallcr strcams. T h c  tracks across thr mountains were so 

narrow and difficult that it is no exaggeration to say that thc troops had In 
make them passable lor IJapgagc animals evcry yard  01 thc way. 

1 
I 

S. During the Arst advancc o l t l le  Force thc objcct was speed, and the 
labour 01 thc lroolls \\,as spent in making the mount;~in tracks pasrablc. Since 
thc Irl  hlay thu troops Iinvc hern cmployrtl in i m p r o v i n ~  thcsr tracks into 
roads, over whicli the transport can work srithout rxhnuation. 

admiration 01 all their comradrs in the arniy ; as \\.as alro the cletermined 1' 
ntarch of  Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly and his troops who were thr  first to reach 
C-hitral. 

l 1  i: 
. . . . . . . . . . . m  1 .  1 

Sir Robert Low addrmsed the troops in the follow in^ words:-', This is a 1 8 

~ a r a d c ,  on which are assembled Colonel Kellg's troops and those of (1 
thc 3rd Rrigade 01 the lorrc sent by the Government of India to relieve Chitral. 1 %  

,\l1 here havc already received the congratulations of the Qucen-Empress, and l 1 ,  
necd not enlarge on the achievements o l  the troops or their consequences. T h c  ! 
rlevoted gallantry and heroic courage o l  the garrison are  the pride and admiration 1 
of  their mmrades, and \r.ill pars into history and lorm one o l  the highest achievements 1, 
o f  the Britirh-Indian and Kashmir armies. T h e  example of Colonel ICelly shows 
what can be donc by the determination and couragc of British officm. It woulcl !l 

havc been better il Umra Khan had waited here to he attacked by Colo~icl ?, 

Kclly's troops from the north and the Chitral Rcliel Force lrom the south, but he (I 

only ara i ted  deleat in the Jhandoul Valley by General Gatacre, and I do not think , 
that tieneral Gatacre. with all his inerhaustible energy, could have reached Chitral 
bclore the zlth, whilst Colonel Kully arrivcd on the loth,and the honour of beingthe 
first to arrive in Chikral will always remain with Colonel Kelly and the troops heled 
so well. It is not the time to speak of the lroups under my command, I,ut I takcthc 
opportunity to thank the troops for their cxtremely hard and willinc work on the 

l 

 communication^. From the beginning they have heen cmploycd in makin:: roarls 
l 
I( Tor the troops behind them. I thank them lor the magnificent \stork they did, anrl I 1 

do not believe that any other troops in the world could havc rlonc a*  thoy did on 
sonrice with ficld survire equipmcnt." 

On Septcmbcr znd, British A ~ c n t  a t  Gilgit. now Sir George Robcrlson, 
K.C.S.I. .  hclrl a Durbar at Chitrill, and lormcrly inslallcd Shuja-ul.hlulk as 
Mehtar.  I-le is an intelligent and kindly.sl,iritcd boy, and shews cvcry disposition 
to be  friendly with thc nriti\h Go\fcrnment. No change has  becn made in the 
administration o f  the Chitral State itscll, but Ilermanent communications have 
been estahlishecl, i,rb thc Slalakanrl ancl 1.oa.ari Passes, lrom India. It is the 
scenery along thc road which lorms thc subject o l  the lollo\vinx photopraphr. 
They were taken by Sergeant-h1;Jor I)cvelin, R.lS., Hombay Sappers and Miners. 
who accomp;~nicrl the 3rd Hrigndc a s  I'hotojirapher. 
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